kateri tekakooitha






Once upon a time... long before the European settlers came to our country,



there lived members of the Iroquois nation.




_In 1656 Kateri Tekakwitha was born.
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When Tekakwitha was 3 years old, smallpox broke out in her village, killing all the members of her family.
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She was nursed during her illness by Anastasia, a kind friend of her mother.



|

[

/6

1




Tekakwitha was left badly scarred and nearly blind.
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One day, French priests came to Kateri’s village.



They were nicknamed «Blackrobes» by the Indians.



Kui'e_r\ITe.K«KwiMq did nol wanT to mMarry.
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By the time she was of marriageable age she had decided never to marry.
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Instead she longed to be baptised a Christian.
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One day, she hurt her foot while working in the fields.




While recovering in her tent, she heard a «Blackrobe» passing by.
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He stopped to comfort her.
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Tekakwitha asked for his help in being baptised.



And so it was that she became a Christian.




But the tribe was angry with her.
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They teased, taunted and even stoned her.




Kateri decided to flee her native village.




2 The chief of the village pursued her.
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But a kindly Huron Indian, who was also a Christian...
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covered her with leaves and branches,
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to hide her from the chief.
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Finally, she managed to reach her haven at the church.



&%

There she taught the children songs and stories about God and his Son.
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She was only 24 years old when she died.
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To her sad friends she gave a happy sign of new life.
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And at long last she was able to see the wonders of heaven.
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